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Article 38 of the San Francisco Health Code

Scientific studies consistently show an association between exposure to air pollution and significant human health problems. In
2008, San Francisco Health Code (HC) Article 38 was adopted to require new residential construction projects located in areas
where models show poor air quality and pollution from roadways mustinstall enhanced ventilation to protect residents from the
respiratory, heart, and other health effects of living in a poor air quality area. The law was updated in 2014 to improve consistency
with CEQA and streamline implementation.

The 2014 amendments included revisions to the underlying map of the city's Air Pollution Exposure Zone--the end result of a
collaborative effort with the Bay Area Air Quality Managment District. The amendments codify the implementation strategy that was
formalized in July 2013, when the Air Quality Program began providing several options for determining compliance with Article 38,
described in our Guidance for Project Sponsors. New rules and regulations consistent with the 2014 amendments will be
forthcoming.

Article 38 states that those buildings requiring enhanced ventilation "design a system capable of achieving the protection from
particulate matter (PM2.5) equivalent to that associated with MERV 13 filtration (as defined by ASHRAE standard 52.2)". Building
engineers and designers may choose the ventilation design that works best for their setting, as exemplified by some of these
examples of enhanced ventilation designs that comply with the requirements of Article 38.

Process for March 2014 Guidance to Health Code Article 38
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Projects located within the Air Pollutant Exposure Zone must
first submit an application to DPH prior to or at the
beginning of the CEQA entitlement process with SF
Planning.

The Ventilation Plan demonstrating compliance with Article
38 must be submitted to DPH for approval prior to submittal
of plans to DBI for Mechanical Permit approval. Ventilation
plans should include specific information as detailed in the
guidance and should include: (1) Project location (address
and parcel number); (2) Map of project including all
surrounding streets within 500 feet; (3) Name of assigned
planner to the project from the Planning Department; and (4)
The appropriate fee in the form of a check payable to the
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San Francisco Health Code:
Article 22B Construction Dust
Article 31 Hunters Point Shipyard
Article 38 Enhanced Ventilation

San Francisco Public Works
Code:

Article 21 Construction Dust

California Codes
Title 17 Chapter 1

Other Websites
California Air Resources Board
SF Air Quality Element

Community Air Risk Evaluation
(CARE) Program

Related Documents
Article 38 Guidance (pdf)
Article 38 Application (pdf)
SFDPH Fee Schedule

San Francisco Environmental Health Section. Mail all requests to: Article 38 Air Quality Assessment Manager, 1390 Market Street, Suite 210, San Francisco, CA94102.

For buildings subject to the requirements of Article 38, enhanced ventilation must be provided to all units in a building, even those on the upper floors, as there is compelling
evidence that outdoor air quality at higher elevations is not consistently improved over air quality at street level. In addition, a purpose of the local law is to align with CEQA

mitigation requirements for new residential and sensitive uses in poor air quality areas.

*Air Pollutant Exposure Zone information may also be found by visiting the Planning Department's Property Information Page; if Article 38 is applicable, an entry stating that will

appear at the end of the list under "Other Information” on the "Zoning" tab as shown below:

https://mww.sfdph.org/dph/eh/Air/Article38.asp
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http://www.sfhealthnetwork.org/
http://lagunahonda.org/
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/comupg/aboutdph/newsMedia/default.asp
http://sfpublichealthfoundation.org/
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/comupg/aboutdph/contact.asp
http://www.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/California/health/article22bconstructiondustcontrolrequire
http://www.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/California/health/article31hunterspointshipyard?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0$vid=amlegal:sanfrancisco_ca
http://www.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/California/health/article38enhancedventilationrequiredforu?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0$vid=amlegal:sanfrancisco_ca
http://www.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/California/publicworks/article21restrictionofuseofpotablewaterf
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=IC39BDB20D60711DE88AEDDE29ED1DC0A
http://www.arb.ca.gov/homepage.htm
http://www.sf-planning.org/ftp/general_plan/I10_Air_Quality.htm
http://www.baaqmd.gov/Divisions/Planning-and-Research/CARE-Program.aspx
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/files/EHSdocs/AirQuality/Article38DevGuidance.pdf
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/files/EHSdocs/AirQuality/Article38Application.pdf
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/EH/Fees.asp
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/files/EHSdocs/AirQuality/Article38DevGuidance.pdf
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/files/EHSdocs/AirQuality/Article-38-ExampleVentilationDesigns.pdf
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/files/EHSdocs/AirQuality/Article38DevGuidance.pdf
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/files/EHSdocs/AirQuality/AirPollutantExposureZoneMap.pdf
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/files/EHSdocs/AirQuality/Article38Application.pdf
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/eh/Fees.asp
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/files/EHSdocs/AirQuality/OutdoorAirPollutantsatHigherBuildingHeights.pdf
http://ec2-50-17-237-182.compute-1.amazonaws.com/PIM/#BookmarkOtherInformation
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/default.asp
http://www.sfhealthnetwork.org/
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/EH/default.asp
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/EH/Air/default.asp
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/EH/Water/Home.asp
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/EH/Noise/default.asp
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/EH/Food/default.asp
https://www.sfdph.org/dph/EH/Housing/healthy.asp
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Mi 0 Property| Zoning | Presenvation Planning Apps Building Permits | Other Permits| Complaints| Appeals| BENs
Fery Building Added: /202012

1 Dr Carlton B Goodlett Pl Q,SEARCH ) Control: Fringe Financial Service 1/4-mile buffer
Description: No new fringe financial service shall be permitied as a principal or accessory use within % mile of an existing fringe financial service
& Read more about this requlation
Added: 812072012
Control: Maher Ordinance (Health Code Article 224)
Description: Projects that are located on sites with known or suspected soll and/or groundwater contamination are subject to the provisions of Health Code Article 22A. which Is administered by thy

Department of Public Health (DPH). Submittal of the Maher Application

Read more about this requlation
Added: 8/24/2013

3 |
2 LaEs Philin |Heaith Code Articie 38 Air Pollutant Exposure Zone
i Lo Site is located in an area with elevated pollutant concentrations. Sensitive use buikdings. as defined in the Applicabilty section of the Ordinance, must comply with Health Code Article

ICEQA Impact: An Environmental Evaluation Application may be required for projects that generate air pollutants.
[Read more about this requiation

PLANNING AREAS: D)

Planning Area Civic Center

MAYOR'S TNVEST IN NEIGHBORHOODS INITIATIVE AREA: (D
None

COMMUNITY BENEFIT DISTRICT: I
‘Within a Community Benefit District: Civic Center - SA 31

SCHOOLS:
Within 1,000ft of: Civic Center Secondary School
‘Within 1,000ft of Tenderloin Elementary/Early Education

NOTICE OF SPECTAL RESTRICTIONS: (IR
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